
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
APRIL 29, 2010

NICHOLS ROOM

The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by John Russell.  Also in attendance were Mary Ellen Lemay, Joanne Parsons, 
Dale Parsons, Don Watson, and Julie Jenkins.  Also in attendance were Raymond Jaroszweski, Beth Robson, and Dan 
Nelson.

Minutes from the March meeting were approved.

Raymond Jaroszerski spoke about the attributes of keeping the existing nature center:
• The Nature Commission has been very active in developing the site, putting in many hours of work.
• The proposed site (within Beaches Park) is 0.62 miles to the nearest pond, Twin Brooks, not close to wetlands, 

and mainly a forest environment.
Don pointed out that our commission is to make scientific recommendations.
Dan Nelson did not know if the deed for the current nature center has any restrictions on it.  The lake is man-made and the 
land could provide 10-11 buildable acres.  There is a bonded debt on the existing center and if the land were to be sold, 
any money realized from the sale could be put toward the underfunded pension fund.  There is also talk of selling the 
Unity Park ranger office and moving it to a new nature center site.
Dale pointed out that man-made lakes have the same restrictions on them as natural lakes or wetlands.  The existing nature 
center is in a residential zone (AA); the commercial business that existed there was grandfathered in, but that has lapsed 
because the site is no longer commercially used.
The majority of the Nature and Arts Commission and the Parks Commission would like to sell both properties and build at  
the proposed site.
Don pointed out that the pond at the existing site helps in flood mitigation.
Mary Ellen was on the land acquisitions committee at the time of the purchase and she feels the property has many micro 
habitats and is a great teaching and learning center.

8:13 Ray and Beth left.

Dan spoke about the charter revision.  Dan does not know Tim’s view of merging Inland Wetlands with the Conservation 
Commission.
Don spoke to the Conservation Commission as a separate entity, concerned with flooding, upland woods, etc., which are 
very different from the Inland Wetlands concerns.  He does not want to lose our charge nor have Inland Wetlands ignore 
our issues if we were to be combined.
We decided we should do some research into how other towns address environmental concerns in terms of commissions.

Dan left at 8:35.

John wants to step down as chair and nominates Mary Ellen as chair.  Joanne seconded the nomination.  She was 
unanimously voted in by the commission.  Joanne was voted to remain as Vice Chair and Julie was voted to remain as 
secretary.  The members of the Conservation Commission unanimously expressed their commendation and appreciation to 
John Russell, inaugural Chair of the Commission, for his past two years of Commission leadership and dedication of 
conservation issues of the Town.
It was suggested by Mary Ellen that we add another person to our commission to make it easier to form a quorum for 
meetings.  

The commission looked over current Inland Wetlands applications.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05. 

Respectfully submitted by,
Julie Jenkins


